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Updated March 2023  
 
 

Department  o f  Mater ia ls  and Product ion  
 

GUIDELINES FOR PROJECT-ORIENTED STUDY 
IN AN EXTERNAL ORGANISATION 
 

PURPOSE 
At Department  o f  Mater ia ls  and Product ion s tudents  on 3r d  semester  o f  the master ’s  
programme have the poss ib i l i ty  to  complete the p ro jec t  work  in  a  company or  ins t i tu t ion in  
Denmark or  abroad.  The  purpose of  the  pro jec t-o r iented s tudy in  an externa l  organisat ion is  to  
prov ide the s tudent  wi th  work  exper ience on  a leve l  corresponding to  the  s tudy programme’s  
3 r d  semester .  Cons ider ing that  the in ternship is  par t  o f  an AAU engineer ing program, the  
pro jec t  must :  

a)  be prob lem-based and so lu t ion-or iented  
b)  be at  master  leve l ,  academica l ly  chal lenging and company re levant .  
c )  f i t  to  the scope o f  the s tudy programme 

 

COMPANY CONTACT 
The s tudent  is  expected to  estab l ish contact  wi th  the externa l  o rganisat ion. The s tudent  
should c lar i fy  wi th  the coord inator  i f  he/she wishes to  be in formed in  advance,  about  which 
organisat ions are contac ted by which s tudents  a t  the semester .   
 

PERIOD OF STAY 
The per iod of  the s tay corresponds to  the  semester  per iod,  s tar t  da te 1s t  September,  p ro jec t  
hand- in  beginn ing of  January  and exam in  the end of  January .  
 

AGREEMENT 
Template for  Agreement  on Pro ject-Or ien ted Study in  an External  Organisat ion.  
 
The s tudent  in i t ia tes  tha t  the agreement  is  f i l led in .  The agreement  must  be based on the 
learn ing ob ject ives of  the s tudy programme. The  agreement  has to  con ta in  a  proper  p ro jec t  
descr ip t ion where the academic content  and leve l  are descr ibed.  Th is  is  needed to  determine  
whether  the learn ing  ob ject ives in  the s tudy curr i cu lum can be covered wi th in  the pro jec t .   
 
The s tudent ,  the  semester  coord inator  for  the re levant  master ’s  programme, the company 
contact  person and f ina l l y  the head of  s tudy board,  should approve the  agreement .  I t  is  the 
s tudent ’s  respons ib i l i ty  to  co l lec t  a l l  s ignatures.   
 

SUPERVISION 
Before commencement  o f  the s tay,  the s tudent  is  a l located a superv isor  f rom the master ’s  
programme.  

https://www.mp.aau.dk/education/rules-and-regulations-eng-da#projektorienteret-forl%C3%B8b-i-en-virksomhed-/-project-oriented-stay-in-a-company-
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Addi t ional ly ,  the s tudent  is  expected to  have a contact  person in  the externa l  organisat ion,  
which can be seen as a mentor  dur ing the s tay.  As for  any other  pro jec t ,  the s tudent  is  
respons ib le  for  mainta in ing regular  contact  wi th  the AAU superv isor .   

 

PROJECT REPORT 
Dur ing the  pro jec t-o r iented s tudy,  the s tudent  must  draw up  a pro jec t  repor t  fu l f i l l ing the 
learn ing ob ject ives g iven in  the s tudy cur r icu lum. The submiss ion of  the repor t  is  fo l lowed by 
an ora l  exam.  
 
The s tudent  d is t r ibu tes a copy of  the pro jec t  repor t  to  the  externa l  o rgan isat ion,  except  when 
other  arrangements  have been made.  
 

EXAM 
At the end of  the semester ,  the p ro jec t-or ien ted s tudy is  eva luated as descr ibed in  the s tudy 
curr icu lum. The company contact  may at tend the  exam but  not  the vot ing .    
 

INSURANCE 
Dur ing the  pro jec t-o r iented s tudy in  an externa l  organisat ion,  the s tuden t  is  not  automat ica l ly  
covered by the l iab i l i ty  and acc ident  insurance of  the externa l  o rganisat ion.  Therefo re,  i t  must  
be s ta ted in  the agreement  between the s tudent  and the externa l  o rganisat ion i f  the s tuden t  is  
covered by the insurance of  the externa l  organisat ion.  I f  the  externa l  o rganisat ion does not  
insure the s tudent ,  the s tudent  should ensure that  he/she is  proper ly  insured when per forming 
the pro jec t  work .  The  l iab i l i ty  insurance is  important  in  case the s tudent  causes damage whi le  
in  the externa l  o rganisat ion.  I t  is  a  requi rement  that  the pro jec t  work  does not  endanger the 
s tudent  in  any way.   
 

NDA – NON DISCLOSURE AGREEMENT 
I f  the company requests  a  non-d isc losure agreement  (NDA)  or  IPR ( In te l lec tua l  Proper ty  
Rights)  agreement ,  us ing the un ivers i ty ’s  s tandard agreement is  s t rongly  encouraged.This  
agreement  does not  need an approval  by  any par t ies  at  AAU.   
 
I f  the company wants  to  use another  agreement  than the un ivers i ty ’s  s tandard agreement ,  the 
s tudy board must  be con tacted wel l  in  advance o f  the s tay.   
 

SALARY 
The s tudent  is  not  a l lowed  to  rece ive sa lary  f rom the externa l  organisat ion for  the p ro jec t  work  
-  regard less of  whether  the s tudent  rece ives SU (s ta te educat ion gran t)  or  not .  Fur ther  
in format ion about  f inanc ia l  acknowledgement  can be found here.  
 

TIMELINE 
A typ ica l  t imel ine for  a  p ro jec t-or iented  s tay in  a  company could be:  
 

In  due t ime befo re 3 r d  
semester  

F ind re levant  companies  to  contact  
Clar i fy  i f  coord inator ’s  approval  to  contact  companies is  
requi red or  not  

https://www.aau.dk/samarbejde/virksomheder/samarbejde-studerende/projektsamarbejde#download-skabeloner-til-samarbejdsaftale
https://www.internationaloffice.aau.dk/internships-abroad/internships-abroad/#297218
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Short ly  befo re 3 r d  
semester  

F i l l  in  agreement  on  pro jec t-or iented s tudy in  an externa l  
organisat ion together  wi th  the company 
Col lec t  s ignatures f rom student ,  semester  coord inator  and 
company contact  person 
Send to  s tudy board for  approval  

3 r d  semester  (Sep tember  
–  December)  

Pro jec t -or iented s tudy in  an externa l  organisat ion 

January   Submiss ion of  pro jec t  repor t .  See  submiss ion date here.  
Exam 

 
 
 

https://www.mp.aau.dk/education/rules-and-regulations-eng-da#afleveringsfrister-/-submission-deadlines
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